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Welcome  to  the  September  edition  of  Justice  News.  This
month's Attorney at Law magazine features a pilot project of
Legal  Aid  and  VLN  to  provide  eviction  representation  in
Hennepin County. You'll also read about an important Supreme
Court case involving the Minnesota Data Practices Act, and 
about  LASNEM's  Senior  Citizens'  Law  Project  and  its
advocacy  work.  This  month's  featured  advocate  is  the
administrative director for Anishinabe Legal Services, and our
monthly  #WeAreLegalAid  spotlight  shines  on  an  exemplary
attorney with SMRLS.  

Did  you  know  that  State  Support  is  now  on  Twitter  and
Facebook? You can help us get the word out about legal aid's
work by connecting with us on social media.  

Send  your  announcements,  press  releases,  and  event
submissions to Mary Rea at mrea@mnlegalservices.org.   

Supreme Court Appeal Establishes
Personal Entitlement to Data Under
MDGPS

A  client  contacted  the  Minnesota
Disability  Law  Center  (MDLC)  in
November  2013  to  complain  about  his
treatment on a Metro Transit bus earlier
that  month.   Staff  attorney  Justin  Page
requested Metro  Transit  provide a copy
of  the bus video,  so he could view the
incident.   Metro  Transit  refused  to
provide a copy of the video claiming the
video was "private personnel data" under
the  Minnesota  Governmental  Data

Practices Act (MGDPA). Read more.

Senior Legal Line: Tips from LASNEM's
Senior Citizens' Law Project

Newspapers, service providers,
and readers in northeastern
Minnesota are familiar with a
longstanding tradition: question
and answer "tips" written by the

Featured Advocate

Meet
Chari LaDuke-Clark,

Administrative Director,
Anishinabe Legal
Services (ALS)

This October will mark
Chari's 10th anniversary
working at ALS. In
addition to her
administrative duties,
which include grant
administration and
human resources, Chari
continues to practice as
a licensed Red Lake
Nation Court Advocate
providing services
primarily to tribal
members with domestic
abuse related matters.
Chari is an enrolled
member of the Red Lake
Band of Chippewa
Indians who was born
and raised in Northern
Minnesota. She and her
family make their home
in Bemidji.
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three-person staff of the Senior
Citizens' Law Project at Legal
Aid Service of Northeastern
Minnesota (LASNEM). These
popular Q & A informational
articles are also available to
seniors across the state via LawHelpMN.org. Read more.

Justice Changes Everything: Balancing
The Scales In Housing Court

Thanks to Hennepin County's
new Eviction Representation
Project, a pilot program of
Legal Aid and Volunteer
Lawyers Network, more
tenants will have an
experienced attorney to
represent them when their

landlord pursues illegal eviction. Read more.

SMRLS Attorney Helps Client Stay
Housed and Safe from Bedbugs
#WeAreLegalAid

TK  is  a  disabled  man  with  significant
mobility and cognitive impairments from an
accident.  He  lives  in  public  housing  with
assistive services. Last year the entire floor
of  his  public  housing  hi-rise  building
needed  to  be  treated  for  bedbugs.  This
required  a  lot  of  preparation.  TK  was
unable  to  prepare  his  unit  due  to  his
mobility  issues.  The  Public  Housing  Administration  (PHA)
issued  a  termination  of  his  lease  for  failure  to  cooperate.
SMRLS attorney Laura Jelinek stepped in and saved the day.
Read more.  

Confronting the Self-Represented
Litigant Crisis

by Lindsay Davis, Access to Justice Director - MSBA

New data shows that nearly 70% of all civil litigation in state
courts has only one attorney on one side of the case. The vast
majority  of  litigants  in  the  United States are  unrepresented.
According  to  The Lawyerst's  Lisa Needham,  this  places  an
obligation on the courts to continue to enact systems changes
to  assist  the self-represented.  Needham writes that  lawyers
also have an obligation, not only to support legal services and
pro bono programs, but to try harder to provide more limited
scope services at every level and even rethink our perspective
on the unauthorized practice of law.  

Best thing about working
for ALS:
"Giving back to my
communities and helping
individuals who would
not otherwise be able to
receive help. I also have
great coworkers!"
On Developing
Leadership Skills:
"I've participated in
leadership programs for
Native Americans, such
as the Blandin
Foundation Reservation
Leadership Cohort, and
will be again participating
in a new leadership
program funded by the
Tiwahe Foundation to
expand on building
networks."
In her spare time: "I like
to visit family and friends,
travel, and spend time
with my three children."

Featured Pro Bono
Opportunity

Help pro se litigants feel
more comfortable in

court (training provided)

Featured Pro Bono
Case

Court of Appeals Case:
change of custody case

in which district court
used being a DV victim

and poverty against
Mom

Click here to see more
available cases.

Quick Links

2016 Training Calendar

Comings and Goings

Positions Available
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Save the Date

Foreclosure for Minnesota Legal Aid and Volunteer Attorneys
September 16

Battered Women's Legal Advocacy Project: New Laws 2016 -
Rochester

September 22 - 23

Civil Rights in Minnesota: The Early Years
September 26 

Asylum Law & Introduction to Pro Bono Attorney
September 30 

VLN Volunteer Orientation 
October 11

Minnesota Government Data Practices Update
October 11

CLE and Event Calendar

LawHelpMN.org

VLN Tips of the Month

ProJusticeMN Library

State Support is now
on Twitter and

Facebook!

Follow us here:
State_SupportMN

Like us here:
Facebook/StateSupport

Legal Services State Support
2324 University Ave W, Ste 101B | Saint Paul, MN 55114

(651) 228-9105 | statesupport@mnlegalservices.org
State Support is a project of the Minnesota Legal Services Coalition
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