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The  October  edition  of  Justice  News  highlights  upcoming
event and CLE reminders, notably Pro Bono Week - October
23  -29.  You'll  also  read  about  a  landmark  Supreme  Court
decision on the concept of legal occupancy, and the release of
Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota's 20th anniversary video.
This month's featured advocate is an established staff attorney
with the Brainerd office of LASNEM, and in early November,
VLN  will  offer  an  exciting  opportunity  for  in-depth  poverty
training.  

Did  you  know  that  State  Support  is  now  on  Twitter  and
Facebook? You can help us get the word out about legal aid's
work by connecting with us on social media.  

Send  your  announcements,  press  releases,  and  event
submissions to Mary Rea at mrea@mnlegalservices.org.   

Landmark Supreme Court Decision on
Concept of Legal Occupancy

Mary Cocchiarella saw an advertisement
for a rental home, and after looking at the
apartment,  agreed  to  rent  it.   She  paid
the landlord $2,400 to cover first month's
rent and a  security  deposit.   When she
went to move into her home, the landlord
denied  her  access  and  made  excuses
that  it  wasn't  ready.   He  continued  to
deny her access for a period of days.

With nowhere to live, she sought relief in
court for the landlord's unlawful exclusion of her from her new
home.  With Legal Aid's help, she brought separate claims for
possession and statutory penalties.  The trial court denied her
request  for  relief  and  dismissed  both  of  Ms.  Cocchiarella's
claims, finding that - because she had not yet moved in - she
was  not  "occupying"  the  rental  home  and  thus  was  not  a
"residential  tenant"  as  defined  in  landlord-tenant  statutes.
Read more.

Celebrate National Pro Bono Week,
October 23-29, 2016

Featured Advocate

Meet
Laurence Chamberlain,
 Staff Attorney, Legal Aid
Service of Northeastern
Minnesota - Brainerd 

In his 11th year with
LASNEM, Laurie 
graduated from Gonzaga
University School of Law
in Spokane, WA in 2005.
Between college and law
school, and between law
school and LASNEM, he
moved furniture.
Why legal aid? "I really
enjoyed moving furniture,
believe it or not. I was
also an emergency
substitute teacher in
Milwaukee, mostly in
middle school special
education classrooms.
That was hard, and I was
bad at it. Still, it drove me
to law school. Seeing
kids struggling, I saw that
many of their struggles
stemmed from their
parent's struggles. I
thought, if I can help the
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by Lindsay Davis, Access to Justice Director - MSBA

Every  year  Minnesota  lawyers
perform tens of thousands of hours
of  volunteer  service  representing
low-income clients.   In celebration
of  this  service,  the  MSBA,  law
practices,  and  legal  services
entities throughout the state have
organized CLEs and events during the week of October 23rd. 
The  events  in  Minnesota  are  part  of  the  American  Bar
Association's national Pro Bono Week celebration. Check out
the  statewide  Pro  Bono  Week  event  calendar  on
ProJusticeMN.org  and  consider  attending  the  MSBA's  CLE
about the Criminalization of Poverty on October 26th.  We hope
to see you at one of the many great events!

Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota
Releases 20th Anniversary Video
#WeAreLegalAid

The  Immigrant  Law  Center  of  Minnesota
(ILCM)  teamed  up  with  documentary
producer  Matt  Ehling  from  TwelvePlus
Media to tell the story of ILCM's impact on
Minnesota's  immigrant  and  refugee
communities.  The  documentary  brings
together  the  voices  of  many  who  have
been  a  part  of  ILCM's  journey  and  growth  over  the  years.
Watch the video here.

Breaking Poverty Barriers to Equal
Justice Interactive CLE

Next month, Volunteer Lawyers
Network  will  offer  a  four-hour
interactive  webex  CLE
regarding  common  barriers
people  in  poverty  face  when
trying to access legal services,
and  ways  attorneys  can

maximize  their  clients'  chances  for  success.  The  CLE  will
feature  streaming  videos  available  to  all  legal  services
nonprofits for free, and legal services program attorneys will
see how they can use these video clips in their own trainings.
The CLE takes place on Tuesday November 8 (11am to 1pm)
and  Thursday  November  10  (11am to  1pm).  Attendance  at
both  sessions  is  required.  For  more  information,  contact
Martha@vlnmn.org.

For more informa on about the CLE (and to register)
For more informa on about the videos and ways to use
them

parents, I can help the
kids. So I went to law
school intending to do
legal aid work, and here I
am, nearly 15 years later,
doing legal aid work." 
When it's time to relax:
"This time of year I
spend a lot of time
hunting grouse and
woodcock with my
17-month old German
Shorthair Pointer, Billie. I
like to bicycle, and we
have good mountain
biking trails about 15
miles away on the
Cuyuna iron range."
Family Super Powers:
"My wife is a home-birth
midwife and has her own
practice. We sing
together in a nine-voice a
cappella group, called
Consensus. I also play
string bass in various
groups, including a string
band, Hans Blix and The
Weapons Inspectors. I
also play a little banjo. 
My daughter is 12, and is
a natural scientist and
artist. My boy is 9, and
he is happy and busy
and fascinated with
machines and how
things work. I love
games and think it
probably relates to why I
enjoy some of the
strategic and problem-
solving elements of this
job."

Featured Pro Bono
Opportunity

Assist Veterans with
MAC-V's Vetlaw

Program

Featured Pro Bono
Case
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Save the Date

Working with Non-Citizens on Social Security Claims
October 18

Annual Journey of Hope Reception
October 26

Representing Youth in Foster Care
October 28

Immigrant Clients & Criminal Questions
November 4

Housing Eviction Expungement Training
November 8

Benefits for Whom? An Overview of Government Benefits
Programs for Attorneys Working with Low Income Clients

November 11

MJF Annual Awards Celebration
November 16 

ADA Reasonable
Accommodations:
Service Animal Not

Permitted Entry to Tattoo
Parlor

Click here to see more
available cases.

Quick Links

2016 Training Calendar

Comings and Goings

Positions Available

CLE and Event Calendar

LawHelpMN.org

VLN Tips of the Month

ProJusticeMN Library

Legal Services State Support
2324 University Ave W, Ste 101B | Saint Paul, MN 55114
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