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Summer Greetings, Statewide Colleagues, 

This edition features exciting news about a new concept in community legal education, LawHelp
TV! We hope you'll watch the first installment, and tell us what you think. You'll also read about
the retirement of one of legal aid's most respected attorneys, Martha Eaves; news about a center
for immigration law at the U of M; and veteran attorney Larry McDonough's new post at Dorsey &
Whitney.  

Keep in touch! Send us your announcements, case notes, press releases, event info, and other
news. You can send your submissions to statesupport@mnlegalservices.org.

Introducing LawHelp TV 
State Support Pilots a Video Education Concept with Great
Potential   
   
In partnership with the St. Paul Neighborhood Network (SPNN), State Support has created a pilot
video for a new project concept called LawHelp TV. In the pilot episode, " Getting a Landlord to
Make Repairs," viewers are instructed to communicate with the landlord to get repair problems
resolved. The video explains how to document repair status in writing, and offers a sample letter
that viewers can find online and use themselves. It also explains what constitutes an emergency
repair, and how to contact a local legal aid office for help in these situations. In the event that
litigation is needed, viewers will find detailed instructions on starting a rent escrow action,
including how to fill out a Rent Escrow Affidavit, and when to seek legal assistance. Viewers can
also pause, replay, or jump to a specific topic within the video, in order to better understand it. 

Getting a landlord to make repairs is a common tenant issue, and was chosen as the pilot topic
for this reason. State Support created the video content based on its Education for Justice fact
sheet on the same subject. Education for Justice is a joint project of State Support and Mid-
Minnesota Legal Aid. SPNN staff coordinated the actors and resources needed to record and edit
the video.   
 
State Support needs your feedback on the “video fact sheet” concept, to help us determine
whether to devote resources to expanding the series. Watch the video here, and please contact
State Support with your comments at statesupport@mnlegalservices.org.

Longtime Leader Martha Eaves Reflects on
Her Legacy 
Legal Aid Veteran Retires After 37 Years of Service
 
In a recent feature published by MinnPost, veteran legal aid attorney, and
founder of Project HOPE, Martha Eaves, talks about her decades of service to
low-income Minnesotans. Eaves retired at the end of June, leaving behind a

legacy of service, far-reaching litigation, and projects that continue to touch lives and bring access
to justice to those on the economic margins.
 
“I love my career. I love my clients,’’ Eaves said. “I just wish people could see beyond many
prejudices about poor people not wanting to work. It’s plain falsehood. It’s perpetrated so people
don’t have to face up to how unfair our economic system and our social system is. We pretend
like people start out equally, and they don’t.’’ Read the article. 

The Center for New Americans Opens This
Fall  
ILCM and MMLA Partner with U of M to Help Immigrants
 
Slated to open this fall, The Center for New Americans at the University of
Minnesota Law School will allow for expansion of immigration legal services to
meet increasing demand. Local law firms and nonprofit organizations, including Immigrant Law
Center of Minnesota and Mid-Minneosta Legal Aid, will collaborate with the U to provide legal
services. 

According to Minnesota Compass, a project of Wilder Research, the number of foreign-born Twin
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$2 Technology Fee
Effective July 1, 2013

The 2013 Legislature has
established a new $2

Technology Fee to be applied
to all fees collected under

Minn. Stat. § 357.021, subd. 2,
clauses (1) to (13), effective

July 1, 2013. Read the public
notice detail. 

The Minnesota Judicial Branch
announced that effective July 8,
2013, the $3.00 fee for eService
has been eliminated. eService,
which allows litigants who eFile

their cases to serve other
parties via eMail, is a service of

the Minnesota Judicial
Branch’s eCourtMN Initiative.
Read the public notice detail.

   
BWLAP New Laws

Registration Now Open

The New Laws training program
was designed by the Battered

Women's Legal Advocacy
Project (BWLAP) for those who
want to be kept informed about

the most recent changes to
state and federal statutes and
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Cities’ residents increased dramatically from 2000 to 2010, with approximately 10 percent of the
population being foreign-born in 2010. Cathy Haukedahl, executive director of Mid-Minnesota Legal
Aid, explained that many immigrants face income and language barriers. “Minnesota has a lot of
immigrants who need help in their own language,” she said.
 
In addition to providing much needed legal services, law students will also gain experience working
with immigrant communities, and with attorneys serving at the Center, and in its clinics. In addition
to the U's existing asylum law clinic, three new clinics will be created focusing on federal litigation,
education and outreach, and detainee rights. Benjamin Casper, director of the Immigrant Law
Center of Minnesota’s Pro Bono Litigation Project, noted that there are many individuals in
detention both nationally and in Minnesota who can’t afford attorneys. Read more.

MMLA Managing Attorney Takes New Post as
Pro Bono Counsel  
Lawrence McDonough Joins Dorsey & Whitney 

Minneapolis law firm Dorsey & Whitney has named Lawrence McDonough their new
Pro Bono Counsel. McDonough, an esteemed veteran of the legal aid community,
housing law expert, and notable contributor to ProJusticeMN.org, most recently

served as a managing attorney at Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid. 

About his new post, Larry said, “I am delighted to be joining Dorsey & Whitney, a great law firm
with a true commitment to helping the disadvantaged through pro bono. It is a privilege to take up
where a pro bono legend like Bricker Lavik left off and to help lead the Dorsey program to new
heights of service to the community." Read more. 

 
 

 
 

state and federal statutes and
case law that affect battered

women and children in
Minnesota.

Registration for this two-day
training (held at multiple

locations statewide) is now
open and features a wide range

of topics and that  intersect
with domestic abuse. For more
information and to register, visit

the BWLAP website.

State Support Tech Tips
 

Create Searchable PDFs
for E-filing

 
Click on the icon below to view

this issue's recorded
presentation.

As always, check with your IT
department prior to software

download.
 

Have tech ideas or questions?
Submit them here for future tech

tips.  

Please Give 
to State Support

Legal Services State Support
2324 University Ave W, Ste 101B | Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 228-9105 | statesupport@mnlegalservices.org 
State Support is a project of the Minnesota Legal Services Coalition
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