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Greetings JUST News Readers, 

In this edition, you'll find news from the Minnesota Lawyer about
our state's high ranking in the provision of access to justice,
where to find new youth law and tenant's rights fact sheets on
LawHelpMN.org, and info about LRAP's upcoming awards cycle
and how to apply. 

If you'd like to see your program announcements, news, case
notes, press releases, and event info in JUST News, send your
submissions to statesupport@mnlegalservices.org.

'We're No. 1!' (There's an asterisk)

Minnesota Ranks First in the Nation in Providing Access to
Justice for Low-income People and People with
Disabilities

By Elizabeth Ahlin, March 6, 2014. Reproduced courtesy of
Minnesota Lawyer  

A national survey examining state resources and policies
around the country, called the Justice Index, examined the
policies and resources of all 50 states, putting Minnesota on top
overall. The survey looked at four different categories: attorney
access, self-represented litigants, disability access and
language access.  
 
"We have a strong legal services delivery network that works
together really closely," said Cathy Haukedahl, executive
director of Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid.  
 
The top five overall scores came from Minnesota, Delaware,
Washington, D.C., Washington, and Colorado. Wisconsin
ranked sixth overall and North Dakota ranked ninth. Iowa came
in 21st. The index is designed to develop a measure of justice
access.  
 
"We thought, why shouldn't the justice system have the
advantage of a mechanism for performance measurement, just
like every other industry and sector in our society?" said David
Udell, executive director of the National Center for Access to
Justice, which developed the Justice Index.
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Save the Date: 
May 5, 2014

The Fund for Legal
Aid's 33rd Annual Law
Day Testimonial Dinner

 
Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid
is pleased to announce
that its annual Law Day
Dinner will be held on
Monday, May 5, 2014,
starting at 5:00 p.m.

at the Minneapolis Hilton
Hotel.

 
The 2014 Honoree will be

Sharon Sayles Belton,
who has devoted much of

her career to being a
champion for our client
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The center operates out of the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of
Law at Yeshiva University in New York. The Justice Index was
established using staff at the center and law students from
Cardozo and the University of Pennsylvania Law School, as well
as help from Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, Pfizer,
and Deloitte & Touche.   
 
"We view the justice index as a wakeup call to leaders in the
states about the strategies and resources that are needed to
assure access to the courts," Udell said. "Part of the value is
that the justice index shows where states that are neighbors
have very different approaches to access to justice, so it makes
more obvious the opportunity for states to adopt best practices
that are already in place next door."  Read the full article.    

New Youth and Tenants' Rights Fact
Sheets on LawHelpMN.org 

Education for Justice
Resources Available
Online

The Education for Justice Project of Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid
recently published two new youth law fact sheets entitled
"Under 18: Consent to Health Services" and "Can I Ever Go
Home Again if My Parent's Rights Were Taken Away." These
fact sheets provide valuable information about about youth
access to health services without a parent or guardian's
permission, and the reestablishment of the legal parent and
child relationship after parental rights were terminated. 

The E4J Project also published a new tenants' rights fact sheet
entitled "Tenants' Right to Seek Police and Emergency
Assistance," which details a renter's rights with regard to 9-1-1
calls. The full library of E4J fact sheets by poverty law topic are
available on LawHelpMN.org.   

LRAP 2013 Year in Review and Spring
Application Deadline

Application Now
Available and Due
May 1st, 2014      

In 2013, LRAP enabled more than 40 legal aid attorneys to help
more than 10,000 low-income clients. LRAP recipients like
Jocylyn Poehler (Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services)
and Krista Marks (Neighborhood Justice Center) make a huge
difference in the lives of the families and individuals they serve.
Click here to read more about LRAP's vital work.    
      
LRAP applications are available at www.lrapmn.org and are due
on May 1, 2014. All returning and new applicants must
complete this application to be considered for LRAP's July 2014
- June 2015 award cycle. For more information, please contact
Heather Rastorfer Vlieger at 651-214-3476 or

community. Co-founder of
the Harriet Tubman

Center, she was the first
woman, and African-
American, elected as

Mayor of Minneapolis. 
She is now Vice

President, Government
Affairs and Community
Relations, for Thomson
Reuters, where she has
actively supported Legal

Aid.  
 

The 2014 keynote
speaker will be Professor
Joe Soss, Cowles Chair
for the Study of Public

Service at the University
of Minnesota's Humphrey
School of Public Affairs.  

 

State Support  
Tech Tips

 

MindMeister   
 
Click on the icon below to
view this issue's recorded

presentation.

As always, check with
your IT department prior
to software download.

Have tech ideas or
questions? Submit them
here for future tech tips.  

Please Give to State
Support
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HeatherRV@mnbar.org. 
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