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Greetings JUST News Readers, 

In this edition, read about possible repercussions of drug-testing
public benefits recipients, how certified navigators are helping
MNSure enrollees, and how you can apply for an MSBA-
nominated opening on the Legal Services Advisory Committee.
Congratulations to Jay Wilkinson on receiving the HCBA's
Distinguished Service Award! 

If you'd like to see your program announcements, news, case
notes, press releases, and event info in JUST News, send your
submissions to  statesupport@mnlegalservices.org.

Supervising Attorney to Receive 
Distinguished Service Award   

Jay Wilkinson Honored by the Hennepin County Bar
Association

James Wilkinson, supervising attorney with
Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid, was chosen by the
Hennepin County Bar Association to receive
its 2014 Distinguished Service Award. The
Distinguished Service Award recognizes an
individual for career-long commitment to legal
services and work on behalf of the
community. Jay will receive the award at the
2014 Hennepin County Bar Benefit on Tuesday, March 11th.  

Drug Testing Policy for Public Benefits
Recipients Raises Concerns

Legal Aid and Other Anti-Poverty Advocates Consider
Unintended Consequences 

County human services departments are preparing to begin 
random drug testing for some recipients of public assistance.
Because of a law passed in 2012, those receiving public
benefits, and who also have past felony drug convictions, are
subject to drug testing. Their benefits will depend on the results.
 
In a recent ThinkProgress.org article, Kathleen Davis,
supervising attorney at Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid, explained that
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Feb. 21 Nomination
Deadline for 2014

Becker Awards
 

     The Minnesota State
Bar Association (MSBA)

is still accepting
nominations for its 2014
Becker Awards, honoring
outstanding legal services

staff and volunteer law
students. Award info and

nomination forms are
available on the MSBA

website. The deadline for
nominations is Feb. 21,
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many benefits recipients are homeless or in transitional
housing. Due to difficulty contacting them, paperwork issues
alone many cause some to lose their benefits. 

"This will have serious ramifications," Davis noted. "A lot of
people will lose their benefits before they ever get to the random
drug testing, because they aren't able to satisfactorily prove that
they meet the criteria."

Legal Aid and Partner Agencies Help
Minnesotans With MNSure Enrollment

Certified Navigators Advise Frustrated
Coverage Seekers

Ralonda Mason, supervising attorney with Mid-
Minnesota Legal Aid, was one of the
organizers at a recent MNSure enrollment
event in St. Cloud. The event was aimed at
helping frustrated Minnesotans complete the
enrollment process for health coverage by providing certified
navigators from local agencies including Mid-Minnesota Legal
Aid, Catholic Charities of St. Cloud, Planned Parenthood, and
the Rural AIDS Action Network.

Mason, who's also a certified navigator, said she's encouraging
applicants to use the paper applications if they encounter
problems with the website. While the paper applications take far
longer to be processed than a properly functioning website
would, a paper application gives enrollees greater certainty they
can obtain coverage by a specific date. Read more.

MSBA-Nominated LSAC Member
Openings Available 

Deadline to Apply is March 14, 2014

The Supreme Court Legal Services
Advisory Committee (LSAC) has two

openings for attorney members nominated by the MSBA.
Interested applicants should send a completed application to
Jodi Fenner at the MSBA by March 14, 2014.  
   
The MSBA Assembly will confirm the two nominees at their
April 25th meeting. The approved nominees will be sent to the
Supreme Court for final approval.     
 
The application and Joni Fenner's contact information are
available here. More information about the LSAC program is
available on the court's website.  
 
  

2014.Questions? Contact
Lindsay Davis 

ldavis@mnbar.org or 612-
278-6322

Save the Date for Jodi
Pfarr's "Living and

Working Effectively in a
Diverse World" - 
  June 27, 2014

 State Support is pleased
to announce that Jodi

Pfarr, a featured trainer at
last fall's state

conference, will be
conducting a day-long

training on Friday, June
27, 2014, in St. Paul.

Mark your calendars now
and plan to attend "Living
and Working in a Diverse
World," Ms. Pfarr's newly
developed training module

for those working with
diverse communities.

Stay tuned for more info
and registration details.   

State Support  
Tech Tips

 

Reveal Formatting in
Microsoft Word   

 
Click on the icon below to
view this issue's recorded

presentation.

As always, check with
your IT department prior
to software download.

Have tech ideas or
questions? Submit them
here for future tech tips.  
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Please Give to State
Support

Legal Services State Support

2324 University Ave W, Ste 101B | Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 228-9105 | statesupport@mnlegalservices.org

State Support is a project of the Minnesota Legal Services Coalition| 
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