
Handout #4 

Dear ________________________________, 

As I explained today, there is no second appeal hearing at Section 8.  If you want to challenge the 

decision to terminate your Voucher your options are to either appeal to the Minnesota Court of 

Appeals or sue Section 8 in court. 

If you want the Minnesota Court of Appeals to review your case, you need to file what is called a 

petition for certiorari review.  Based on the date of the Section 8 hearing decision the deadline 

to complete this appeal is XXXXXX, 60 days after the date you told us is on your decision .  

In this type of appeal you would have to prove to the Court of Appeals that the hearing was not 

conducted properly or that the hearing officer did not have evidence on which to base her decision 

to terminate your Voucher.  If the Court agreed with you it could either order your Voucher be 

reinstated or order a new hearing at Section 8.  The Court of Appeals process usually takes at least 

18 months.  While your case is under appeal before the Court of Appeals makes its decision you 

may not a Voucher subsidy and may be responsible for all of your own rent. 

As another option, you could sue Section 8 asking a judge to reinstate your Voucher.  You would 

have to show that the Section 8 decision to terminate your Voucher is illegal, that the basis for 

termination of your Voucher is illegal or the hearing process is illegal.  As we discussed, this court 

process also takes many months.  We are not representing you in this matter so we did not research 

the deadline for such a lawsuit, called a statute of limitations.  If you decide to pursue this option, 

you should not delay action so you do not miss a deadline.  

 

(10.5 grade level) 



Handout #4 

 

Dear ________________________________, 

When we talked earlier today, I told you that you can’t appeal a second time at Section 8.  If 
you still want to challenge their decision to terminate your Voucher, you have 2 options: 

1. appeal to the Minnesota Court of Appeals  
or  

2. sue Section 8 in court 
 
 

1.   Appeal to the Minnesota Court of Appeals: 
If you want to appeal to the MN Court of Appeals, you have to appeal by XXXXX (this is 60 days 
after the date you told us is on your decision).  
 
You have to file a paper called a petition for certiorari review. (insert where to find the 
paper/form) 

The Court of Appeals process usually takes at least 18 months. While your case is under appeal 
you may have to pay the full amount of rent on your home.   

In this type of appeal, you have to prove to the MN Court of Appeals that the first hearing was 
not done right OR that the hearing officer terminated your voucher without good evidence.  

If the Court agrees with you, it could order your Voucher be reinstated (given back to you) or 
order a new hearing at Section 8.  

 

2.   Sue Section 8 in court 
Another option is to sue Section 8. You ask a judge to reinstate your Voucher. You have to show 
that the Section 8 decision to terminate your Voucher is illegal. You need to show that the 
reason your Voucher was terminated is illegal or that the hearing process was illegal.   

We talked about this also taking many months.   

We can’t help you in this matter. We did not look up the deadline for a lawsuit like this, called a 
statute of limitations. If you decide you want to do this, do it quickly so you don’t  miss a 
deadline.  (7.5 grade level) 

 

  


