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Framework

Affirmative Case

Overview

Legal Aid Context



Legal Aid 
Context

• LARGE CASELOADS

• NEVER ENOUGH TIME

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Panicking_Cartoon_Guy_Working_Overtime_With_A_Lot_Of_Paperwork.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


GOALS

“If you don’t know 

where you’re going, 

you’ll end up 

someplace else.”

-Yogi Berra



Common Goals

Minimize 
surprises

Fill in the 
claim chart





Proof Chart 
(Ref. Tiffany Sedillos)

Legal or Factual 
Issue/Element

Facts that Support Facts that Detract Who Says it What Exhibit





Key Fact in 
Dispute

DID FATHER 

EXERCISE 

PARENTING 

TIME? 



Key Fact in 
Dispute

DID THE 

LANDLORD 

RETALIATE?



Key Fact in 
Dispute

DID THE TENANT 

STEAL THE 

PACKAGE?



Toolbox Docs

Interrogatories

Depositions

Admissions

Subpoenas



Requests for 
Production

RULE 34



Question: Produce each and every document which shows your 
internal organizational structure, including but not limited to 
documents that illustrate your divisions.



Interrogatories
R U L E  3 3

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://leadershipfreak.blog/2010/03/05/10-best-questions-ever/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Depositions



Deposition of  Organization
Federal Rule 30(b)(6)

State Rule 30.02(f)



Trial Depositions
R U L E  3 2

Photo credit: Fox 31 News Denver



Requests 
for 
Admission
R U L E  3 6

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.flickr.com/photos/oxane/4432404087
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Requests for production; 

Interrogatories

Depositions

Admissions



Discovery Timeline

Discovery 
begins

• January 1

Document 
discovery

Depositions 
done

• Nov. 15

Last 
discovery 
served

• May 31

Discovery 
Deadline

• June 30



Use the 
Court to 
help

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

https://www.groundup.org.za/article/have-retired-judges-been-given-chop/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Questions?


